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TA MEI' ANA EPQTHMATA
THZ ANOPQIMNMOTHTAZ
EMTPEDOOYN TOYZ AEADOYZ

Y xeddv neviavra xpdvia petd Ty idpuon Tou, To Eupwnaikdé MoAimotiké Kévrpo AsApdv
PEPVEI OTOV I0TOPIKOS TOMO PEPIKA AN T MO KPICIHA EPWTAPATA TNG ENOXNG PAG,
and Tnv TeExvNTA vonpoouvn £wg TIG TEXVEG Kal To uEAov Tng avBpwndéTntag,.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
OF HUMANITY RETURN TO DELPHI

Almost 50 years after its founding, the European Cultural Delphi Centre brings some of the most pressing
questions of our time to historic Delphi, from artificial intelligence and the arts to the future of humanity.

AMO THN KATEPINA I. ANEXTH / BY KATERINA |. ANESTI

O Aghgoi vpav avékabev Evog TOTOG GTPULLUEVOS TTPOS TO
GyvooTto. ZNuepa, To EPOTHUATE TOV PTAVOLV £0M, GTOV TOTO
OOV AELTOVPYNGE TO TLO PTUGUEVO LOVTEID TNG APYOOTNTAG,
aPOPOVV TNV TEYYNTN VooV, T Proteyvoroyia, TV 0.GTpo-
@VOKN Kot To LEAAOV TOL 1810V ToL avOpdmov. To Mavteio Tov
Aghomv £dve onpeio mov amattodoav epunveio, kpion Kot,
TEMKA, TPOGMTIKY EVOVV.

Y10V TupAvae aVTNG TG HaKPAg Tapddoong avalntmong
Bpioketon éva aitnpo Tov TOPOUEVEL EXTKALPO: 1 AVTOYVOGIO.
O TIpdedpog tov Evponaikod TToltiotikod Kévipov AeApdv
(EITKeA), Tavoyung Poikdg, Kabnynmg oto Harvard, to dia-
TuTmVEL pe capnveln oto Blue: «To facikdtepo cuoTaTIKG TNG
Aehpicng [0éag elvor 1 emTayn ovtoyveciog Kot 1 diepevvnon
OV TOG aVTh propel vo cvpPdiet oty appovikn cuvdmapén
ATOULOV KoL OLASDVY.

H {10 apyn kabopilet Tov 1pdmo e Tov omoio avtilapPave-
Tl ToV pOAO TOV TOMTIGHOV: «O ToMTICUOC TPEMEL VaL VogiTan
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Delphi has always been a place oriented towards the unknown. The Ora-
cle of Delphi provided prophecies that required interpretation, judgment
and, ultimately, personal responsibility. Today, the questions brought to
the site of the most famous oracle of antiquity concern artificial intelli-
gence, hiotechnology, astrophysics and the future of humankind itself.

At the heart of this long tradition of inquiry lies a timeless request:
self-knowledge. As Panagiotis Roilos, president of the European Cultural
Delphi Centre (ECDC) and a professor at Harvard, puts it clearly to Blue:
“The most essential component of the Delphic Idea is the imperative
of self-knowledge and the exploration of how it can contribute to the
harmonious coexistence of individuals and communities.”

The same principle also shapes how the role of culture is understood.
“Culture should be understood as a means of bringing different traditions
together, not as ‘soft’ or any other form of power. As a tool for individual
and collective self-knowledge, in accordance with the ancient Delphic
maxims and the vision of Angelos Sikelianos,” Roilos says, referencing
the Greek poet who, with his wife Eva Palmer, co-hosted the Delphic
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«O epPAnpaukog xmpog v Aedpov
Ka 101G tepa 1o Kuponaiko
[ToAnoukd Kévipo Aedpov ripénet
va €X0LV 10XVPN NTaPovoia o
OVYXPOVI IIAYKOO1d OKEYN».

“The emblematic space of Delphi
and, in particular, the European
Cultural Delphi Centre, must
have a strong presence in
contemporary global thought.”

MG LEGO GLVAVTNONG SUPOPETIKAOV TALPadOGEMV, Ol ¢ “soft”
(Mmag) M 0motag GAANG VPG oYVOG (power), g Opyavo Oyt
NYELOVOTOINGONG, AAAL TPOCPOPAS KO ATOKNG KOL GUAAOYIKNG
AVTOYVOGIAG, COLEOVA LE T apyoic SEAPIKA TapayyEApaTal,
aALG Kot TO OpopLe TOL Ayyedov ZiKEAMOVOOY.

Ta tehevtaio mevivta xpovia 1o Kévipo €xetl evioydoet
onuavtikd t debvi mopovoio tov. H Aghoun Axadnpio, Tov
o Mavayudtg Poikdg idpuce mpv and gvvéa ypovia., «EXEL T
edparmBel mg S1e0vg exmadevTikdg Becpdc, Lovadikds Yo To
EMMVIKA dedopévan, evéd dnpovpyndnkav to Aebvéc Ioirtt-
616 Afktvo/Forum Aghodv kot ot Aehpikoi Atddoyot.

«H idpvon Tov AeAQKOV ALOAGY®OV NTOV EVO TEAOLO LOV
OpapLa, TO 0010 £yve TPAYUATIKOTNTA TPV OO TEGGEPA XPO-
v, Aéet. H avéykn tovg cuvdéetat, yio tov 010, Pe [ eToyn
«Omov M 1010 M £vvota Tov avOpPOTOV KAl TOV BLOAOYIKMV Kot
SvonTikdV SuVaTOTHTOV TOL EnavVATPocdlopilovTal pLikda».
I'V 0wt Bempel OTL «0 EUPANUATIKOS YDPOG TOV AELPOV KoL E101-
kOTEPOL M BECLUIKN OVTOTNTA TOV PVGEL, VOLL® KO £PYM EKTPOCH-
nei T Aghoucn 1860 onpepa, SnAadn to Evpomaikd [Toltioticd
Kévtpo Aehpdv, TpETmEL vaL 0DV IOYLPT TOPOVGIO GTH GUYYPOVN
TOYKOGHIO GKEYT).

To karokaipt Tov 2026 avtn n Tpdbeon amoTLTOONKE
kaBapd ot Ospotikn Tov Tétaptov Aglpikdv Atahdymv, «To
HEMLOV TG avOpOTOTNTOGY. £TO {010 TPOHYPAULLL GLVAVTHONKAY
1 TEXVNTH VONUOGHVN, 1] AGTPOPVGIKY, 1| YVOGLOKT TEXVOLOYiCL,
n dwaxvPépvnon, N avBpdmivn erevbepia kot avTovopia, 1 ave-
Mon e€@yfivng vonurosvvng kot to LEAALOV ToL ovOpdTOV
670 314G,

H Helen Margetts, Kabnyntpur oto Oxford Internet Institute,
piAnoe yo t drakvBEpvnon 6TV ETOYN TG TEXVNTAS VONLLO-
ohVNG Kot TOV YNneokol petacynpoticpov, o Marcello Ienca,
Kabnyntg HOwmg g Texvntg Nonpoovvng kot Nevpoemt-
otung oto Technical University of Munich, yio t yvootokn
Teyvoloyia kat To LEAAOV TG elevBepiog Kot TG avTovopiag,
Ofrit Liviatan, Aéxtopag Nopukng kot IToltikng oto Harvard,
YlOL TN GTUYUN IOV Ot UMyaveS yivovtal ta véa pavteion Kot o
eocopoc Markus Gabriel, KaOnyntg oto [avemotipio g
Bovvng, yo v avOpdmivn vIdGTACT UTPOGTA GTOV «LLAYIKO
KaBp€PT» ¢ TEYXVNTAG VonpooHiving. O astpopuotkoc Avi
Loeb, Kafnyntg oto Harvard, kot o koopoAdyog Martin Rees,
opotog Kabnyntig oto Cambridge kot tpdnv Astronomer
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O np6edpog Tou
Eupwnaikou MoAiTioTikoU

Ka6nynTng oto Harvard,
MavayiwTng PoiA6g

/ Panagiotis Roilos,
president of the European
Cultural Delphi Centre and
a professor at Harvard

Festivals, two cultural events held in 1927 and 1930.

Over the past 50 years, the ECDC has significantly expanded its
international presence. The Delphic Academy, founded by Roilos nine
years ago, “has now established itself as an international educational
institution, unique by Greek standards.” Other initiatives include the
International Cultural Network/Delphi Forum and the Delphic Dialogues.

As Roilos says, “the founding of the Delphi Dialogues was an old
vision of mine that became a reality four years ago” and their necessity
is tied to a time “when the very concept of humanity and its biological
and intellectual capabilities is being radically redefined.” This is why
he believes that “the emblematic space of Delphi and, in particular, the
institutional entity that by nature, law and action represents the Delphic
Idea today, namely the European Cultural Delphi Centre, must have a
strong presence in contemporary global thought.”

Inthe summer of 2026, this vision was clearly reflected in the theme
of the Fourth Delphi Dialogues, “The Future of Humanity.” The pro-
gramme brought together experts in artificial intelligence, astrophys-
ics, cognitive technology, governance, human freedom and autonomy,
the search for extraterrestrial intelligence and the future of humans
in space.

Helen Margetts, a professor at the Oxford Internet Institute, dis-
cussed governance in the age of artificial intelligence and digital trans-
formation; Marcello lenca, professor of Al Ethics and Neuroscience at
the Technical University of Munich, spoke about cognitive technology
and the future of freedom and autonomy; Ofrit Liviatan, a lecturer in law
and politics at Harvard, examined the moment “when machines become
the new oracles”; and philosopher Markus Gabriel, professor at the Uni-
versity of Bonn, reflected on the human condition before the “magic
mirror” of artificial intelligence. Astrophysicist Avi Loeb, a professor at
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«H texvoloyikd vioommpi¢oevn OLYKEVIPMON Kal eneCepyaoia mAnpogopioy
Oev MPEITEl Va tavtierdl 1€ tny £Vvold Ing Vonjioovvng, n omoia eivat
eupLIEPN Kal Jletalhd alAov mepidajfavel m gaviaoia, v iIkavornia,

OnAadn, avtdovAng mpofong

DV, 0XeOImY;, AloON ATV ».

“The technologically supported collection and processing of information
should not be equated widrtie@ncept of intellisence, which is
broader and, among other functions, also includes imagination,

the ability to voluntarily project ideas, plans, feelings.”

To unaibpio eéarpo' «DpUvIXoG¥ Tou Eupwndikol  »em,
MoAmoTikoU Kévipou Aehe®v / The “Frynichos” open-
air theatre at the European Cultural Delphi Centre

Royal, dvoi&ov T cvinon mpog v eEmynvi vonpooiHiv Kot
TO HEAAOV TOL aVOPAOTOL GTO S1AGTNLLOL.

«KdaBe ypdvo mpockarodvTal TpOTOTOPOL TNG TAYKOCLLOG
OKEYNG KOL TOV EMGTNHMV, TOV dlepevvovv Bépata ta onoia
GTOVTOL ONUAVTIKOV TPEYOVTOV NTNUATOV - TPpOPANUAT®V:
TEYVNTN VONUOGUVT, 1| EXOYT TOV UETO-AVOPOTIVOL Kot dnpLo-
kpotio, fromoittikn, Prondikn, otkodoykn Kpion K.4.», GYOAL-
aCet o IIpoedpog tov Kévrpov. Toug tpeig mpdToug Aghpikovg
AwAdyoug mapakolovdncay SLadIKTLOKA TEPIGGOTEPOL OO EVOL
EKOTOUVPLO AVOpTOL a6 OAO TOV KOGHO.

O getvoi AtdAoyot amotélecay TapdAANAN TO TPOAVAKPOL-
oo EVOG VEOL gyyElpnLaTog, Tov Delphic Oracle Project: The
Future of Humanity — «To Z0yypovo Mavteio tov Aghpmv: To
HEALOV TG avOpmTOTNTACH.

«Emotnpoveg amd Toug xdpoug Kupimg Tav AeyOpevmy BTt
KOV EMOTNHOV (TEYVNTN VOTLOGVVT], 0GTPOPLGIKT|, BroTeyvoro-
vio, WTPKY), AAG KOl TOV KOW®OVIKOV Kot avOpomioTik®v, fo
GUVOVTMOVTOL 6TOVG AEAPOVGS Yo vaL avaryyYEAAOLV Kot avaAHovv
e&eliEelg 6TOVG YDPOVG TOVG KL TAG AVTEG Ot EMBPAGOVY GTNV
avOpondTTO, 6TO AVOPOTIVO £I80C KOl GTIC KOWVOVIEG TOV, GTOV
mavnn I'n Kot ot Stoypapopevn Topeio, Tov TPOg TOV LT
VTIKO KOGHLO».

H avagopd og éva «odyypovo pavteion odnyel tov [ova-
Yo Poidd nicw otov Hpdiheto. « Avapepopevog otov “ava-
KT’ TOL “ev AgApoic” pavteiov, tov AToAlwova, o HpdkAettog
emonpaivel 0t o Bedg ekeivog 00te €deye 00TE Ekpumte TimOTE,
aAAG “onpove”y. O xpnopdg anattodoe eppnVvein Kot 1 EpuN-
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Harvard, and cosmologist Martin Rees, emeritus professor at Cambridge
and former Astronomer Royal, opened the discussion on extraterrestrial
intelligence and the future of humanity in space.

“Every year, pioneers in global thought and science are invited to
explore issues at the heart of major contemporary challenges: artificial
intelligence, the post-human era, democracy, hiopolitics, bioethics, the
ecological crisis and more,” said the ECDC president. More than one mil-
lion people worldwide watched the first three Delphic Dialogues online.

This year’s Dialogues also served as a prelude to a new initiative,
the “Delphic Oracle Project: The Future of Humanity.”

“Scientists mainly from the so-called natural sciences - artificial
intelligence, astrophysics, biotechnology, medicine - but also from the
social sciences and humanities, will meet in Delphi to announce and
analyse developments in their fields and how these will affect humanity,
the human species and its societies, planet Earth, and its unfolding path
towards the cosmic world,” Roilos notes.

The reference to a “modern oracle” takes the ECDC president back
to the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus. “Referring, then, to the
‘lord’ of the Delphic oracle, Apollo, Heraclitus points out that this god
neither spoke nor hid anything, but ‘signified,”” Roilos says. The proph-
ecy required interpretation, and that interpretation involved human
choice and responsibility.

There, Roilos identifies one of the dangers of our relationship with
artificial intelligence: “Excessive trustin Al's capabilities and its ‘author-
ity’ carries the risk, on the one hand, of us relinquishing our role as moral
actors (and the responsibility that comes with that) and, on the other
hand, of intellectual and critical indolence.”
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vela eunepieiye TNy avOpdmIVN ETAOYT KOl 0OVV.

Exel evromilet kou £vav and tovg Kivdhvoug e oYECTG LG
pe v texvnT) vonpoovvn: «H vrepfolikn epumicrocivn otig
duvarotnteg tov Al ko oty “avbevtia” tng cuvendyetal Tov
Kivduvo, apevoc, TG €K HEPOLS LG OTEUTOANONG TG IOOTNTAG
Lo ™G NOKOS SpdvVTOV TPos®T®mV (Kot TG EvOVHVNG TOV amop-
péel amd ovTN TNV 110TNTA) KaL, APETEPOV, TNG OLOVOTTIKNG KO
KPUTIKNG vOOpOTNTUCH.

Ko empével ot d1dkpion avipeco oty enesepyosio g
TANPOQOPLaG Kot 6T vonpoovvn: «H texvoroyikd vrootnpt-
{opevn ovykévipwon kot enegepyacio TANPOPOPLOV, KOTA TN
YVOUN 1oV, deV TPETEL VoL TOTICETOL [lE TNV £VVOLo, TNG VOTLLO-
oVVNG, M omoia ivar eupHTePN Kot LeTa&d AAADV AELITOVPYIDOV
mepAapPavel emiong Kot T eavacio, TNV tKovoTnTa, OnAodt,
avTofovAng TpoPorng Wemv, oxedimv, aodnuiTev K.1.A. 6TO
POV Kot 670 HEALOV Kot T SNpovpyio VE®V epOTUATOVY.

Y10 d1ebvég Gvorypa Tov Kévrpov evidoceton ko Zoyypovn
Aehpucn Apguctvovia, pia dtebvig kowdmta gidov g Aehot-
KNG I8éag, epmvevopévn omd Tov apyaio o pd. X1 ZuviovioTikn
Emutponn cuppetéyovy npocmnikdtteg 6nms o pafevpévog
e Pulitzer KaOnyntig tov Harvard Stephen Greenblatt, 1) moht-
TN emotipovag tov Harvard Melani Cammett, 0 16ToptkdG Tng
O&popdng Peter Frankopan, o Avi Loeb, o AtgvBuvtic g EOvi-
KN¢ Bipao0nkng g FaAiag, kabnyntg Gilles Pécout, kot o
dnuocioypapog Nikog AMdyos. Zuvtoviet)g g Emttpommg eivon
o [IpéopPng Taoog Kpiekovknc. "Eva diktvo mov, 0tmg onpetdvet
o [avayuwmg Poikdg, evioyvet «tn 5140001 ToV SEAPIKOD TVED-
LLOTOG KO TOV OTUEPIVO EAANVIKO TOMTIGUO £V YEVELY, OALGL KO
70 d1eBvEég kOpog Tov Kévtpov.

To EITK A etoydleton, mapdAinia, vo TepAGEL GE VEX GACN
KOl G TTPOG TIG VITOSOUES TOV, apoD G Aiyo kapd Ba mapadobei
TO EVEPYELOKE AVOBOOUIGUEVO KL OVOKOVIGHEVO GUVESPLOKO
KEVTPO TOV.

H oyéon tov Havayid Pothov pe to Harvard Aettovpyei
oe dVo katevBuvoelc. ESd Kt eikoat ypdvia cuvdievbivel 6to
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs to Tpdypappa Ste-
TGTNLOVIKOV EPEVVNTIKAV GELVAPIMV Y10l TIV TOALTIOTIKY TOAL-
TIKT KO EKTILE TS 00T 1 aKodT Lok epmelpia Exet ennpedost
Bab1d o £pyo Tov oTOVG AgApovc. Mali Tov OUmG EMGTPEPOVV
oto Harvard kot ot idtot ot AgAgot.

«H aicOnomn g poakpaiovng tapddoons tov AeApav, £vog
amd TOVG EUPANUATIKOTEPOVS OPYAIOVS OUPAROVS TNG TALYKO-
GG LOTOPIOG KO TOMTIGHOV, Kol KUPImE TTUYEG TG AEAPIKNG
[3éag epmvéovv, £mg Evav BabpLd, Kot Tn StoypoviKn TPOGEYYIoN
LoV o€ B€pata TG avOPAOTIVIG KATACTUGIAKITITOG KoL 16TOPLOG,
KOl TOLG TPOTOVG [LE TOVG OTOIOVG TOL EPEVVM KOl T SLOACKWDH.

Kot av og déxa gpdvia omd tdpa £xel metdyel avtd TOL
onuepa oyedtalet, Ba nOeke n S1eBvNg aadn oK KOO To VoL
neptypdoer to Evpomaixko [oltiotikd Kévipo Aehpmv «wg Evav
oUYXPOVO, ToyKOG UG EUPELELOC, OLPOAD TOPAYOYNG OKEYNG,
GTOYAGHOV KO SIOKTIVMGTG, HEGH TOAMTIGUIKDV TPWTOBOVALDYV,
NG TPOGAPLOGUEVNG OTIG OVAYKES TNG GUYYPOVIG avOpmTdTNTOG
Ao [6€0».

Info: Eupwnaiké MoAimoTiké Kévipo AeApwv,

Kevtpikn Ynnpeoia ABnvag: ®puvixou 9, MAdka,
Zuvedplako Kévtpo AeApwv, Aedgoi, Pwkida, eccd.gr
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To Eupwnaikoé MoAimioTikd Kévipo éﬁd)v
/ The European Cultural Delphi Centre

Roilos underlines the distinction between information processing
and intelligence: “In my opinion, the technologically supported collection
and processing of information should not be equated with the concept of
intelligence, which is broader and, among other functions, also includes
imagination, the ability to voluntarily project ideas, plans, feelings, etc.,
into the present and the future, and to generate new questions.”

The ECDC’s international outreach also extends to the Modern
Delphic Amphictyony/League, an international community of friends
of the Delphic Idea inspired by the ancient institution. Its Coordinat-
ing Committee includes figures such as Pulitzer Prize-winning Harvard
professor Stephen Greenblatt, Harvard political scientist Melani Cam-
mett, Oxford historian Peter Frankopan, Avi Loeb, the Director of the
National Library of France, Professor Gilles Pécout, and journalist Nikos
Aliagas. The Committee is chaired by Ambassador Tasos Krekoukis. As
Roilos noted, the network strengthens “the spread of the Delphic spirit
and contemporary Greek culture in general,” while also enhancing the
centre’s international prestige.

The ECDCis also preparing to enter a new phase in terms of its infra-
structure, with its energy-upgraded and renovated conference centre
set to be delivered soon.

Roilos’ connection with Harvard works in two ways. For the past
20 years, he has co-directed an interdisciplinary research seminar pro-
gramme on cultural policy at the Weatherhead Center for International
Affairs, and he believes this academic experience has deeply influenced
his work in Delphi. At the same time, however, Delphi itself also makes
its way back to Harvard.

“The sense of the age-old tradition of Delphi, one of the most
emblematic ancient centres of world history and culture, and especially
aspects of the Delphic Idea, inspires, to some extent, my diachronic
approach to issues of human existence and history, and the ways in
which | research and teach them,” Roilos notes.

And if, ten years from now, it has fulfilled the vision now taking
shape, the European Cultural Delphi Centre hopes the international
academic community will see it as a modern, globally influential hub
for thought, reflection and the exchange of ideas, fostering cultural
initiatives inspired by the Delphic Idea and adapted to the needs of
contemporary humanity.

Info:European Cultural Delphi Centre,
Central Offices Athens: Frynichou 9, Plaka,
Delphi Conference Centre, Delphi, Fokida, eccd.gr



